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The station was transferred in 2000 to Hertfordshire Police who decided to 

shut it down and put it up for sale. In the meantime the buildings of this 

famous old station deteriorated into a very sad state of repair. The property 

was sold and is currently privately owned and is now residential /business 

premises. 
 

 

The information in this article has been extracted from the new book by A 

Moss, D Swinden and P Kennison. Behind the Blue Lamp. Scotland Yard 

Police Stations 1829-2020, (2020, Mango Books. London). This new book 

brings together three earlier books published between 2003 and 2014, which 

have been updated and a lot more material added. The book is in A4 size and 

has over 500 pages. It covers the whole of the Metropolitan Police Area and 

describes each of the police stations from 1829-2020, together with details 

of the police officers who worked at the stations. The paperback copy of the 

new book costs £25 and is being sold online by the publisher Mango Books 

here: https://mangobooks.co.uk/ 

 

Those with ancestors in the South Mimms area might be interested to know 

that our Parish Guide to South Mimms (which includes the areas of Bentley 

Heath, Kitts End, Potters Bar and parts of Chipping or High Barnet) was 

published on 1 November 2021. 

  

South Mimms former Police Station in 2021. 
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WEBSITE NEWS 
 

British Newspaper Archive 

The British Newspaper Archive and the British Library have been working 

together over the past decade to provide the largest online collection of 

British newspapers and this partnership has now been extended.  

The systematic collection of newspapers, which was for tax purposes, began 

in 1822. These papers were then passed on to the British Museum and they 

are now all held in the British Library Newspaper Collections. Some earlier 

newspapers are also available here such as those in the Burnley Collection, 

which consists of 700 bound volumes of newspapers dating from 1603 to 

1817, collected by the Revd Dr Charles BURNEY (1757-1817) and the 

Thomason Collection of Civil War tracts, collected by George 

THOMASON, a bookseller based in St Paul’s Churchyard who died in 1666.  

From 1869 newspapers were included in legal deposit legislation and 

deposited directly with the Museum. The newspapers were later kept in a 

special repository at Colindale which opened in 1932. Unfortunately, the 

building was hit by a bomb in the Second World War and the subsequent fire 

destroyed some papers dated between 1880 and 1918, including local, county 

and daily papers, so there may be gaps in coverage. In 2013 the original 

newspapers were moved to the National Newspaper Building at Boston Spa, 

West Yorkshire, where they form the British Library Newspaper Collection. 

Hard copy newspapers can usually be ordered to view at the British Library 

Newsroom at 96 Euston Road, St Pancras, London NW1 2DB (with several 

days’ notice) but if too fragile they will not be produced. Whether a 

newspaper is fit to be produced is mentioned in the online catalogue, here: 

http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/catblhold/all/allcat.html 

The British Newspaper Archive now hosts over 46 million pages in total, 

with a remit that extends beyond Britain and Ireland to cover, for example, 

Jamaica, India and New Zealand. Alongside regional weekly newspapers, 

and national dailies, sit specialist sporting, religious, political, cinema and 

fashion titles, all bringing history to life and telling stories from the past, 

which otherwise might have been lost forever. The collection is gradually 

being digitised and is available to see online for a fee at the British 

Newspaper Archive and on Findmypast. These websites can be viewed for 

free in the Reading Room at St Pancras.  

Some 3.7 million pages are now being made free to view, with the first 

million pages becoming available in August 2021. These first pages are from 

150 titles and span the years 1720-1880. They include London papers the 
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Morning Chronicle, a Liberal daily paper founded in 1770 and published 

until 1865, the Morning Herald, published from 1780-1869, Baldwin’s 

London Weekly Journal 1803-1836, Express (London) 1846-1869, London 

Dispatch 1836-1839, National Register (London) 1806-1823, The News 

(London) 1805-1839, Press (London) 1853-1866, St James Chronicle 1801-

1866, Star (London) 1801-1839, Statesman (London) 1806-1824, Sun 

(London) 1801-1871, Weekly Chronicle (London) 1836-1867, Westminster 

Journal and Old British Spy 1805-1810. To access these pages, which can 

be downloaded, you need to register for a free account here: 

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/account/register 
 

Lost London Churches Project 

The aim of this project is to promote interest in the ancient church buildings 

and parishes of the City of London. 

The loss of the City churches happened in three waves: the Great Fire of 

1666 destroyed 87 churches of which 51 were rebuilt under the direction of 

Sir Christopher WREN; the Union of Benefices Act of 1860 that sought to 

combine parishes and lastly, bombing during the Blitz of the Second World 

War damaged many churches although most were painstakingly restored. 48 

churches survive today within or near the boundaries of the City of London. 

Details of the City churches and their parishes can be seen on this website 

alongside further information and walks. The project also has collector’s 

cards, collector’s book and map available for purchase. 

If you want to be more involved, then why not join the Friends of the City 

Churches Charity which is an architectural heritage charity dedicated to 

preserving the churches found within the City of London. See their website 

www.london-city-churches.org.uk for more information about the City 

churches, their opening hours and events.  

The Lost London Churches website is at: www.lostlcp.com 
 

FamilySearch 

FamilySearch has completed digitizing the 2.4 million rolls of microfilm it 

has taken from worldwide genealogical records since it began filming in 

1938. Its 335,000 microfiches are currently being digitised too. This does not 

mean, however, that they will all be available to view online. While the 

majority are broadly accessible, some will have varying degrees of access 

limitations governed by contractual agreements or other restraints. Where 

access limitations exist, most will be available through FamilySearch  

centres.  
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WILLIAM GUSTAVE BARRETT 
 

We were contacted through our Society’s website by Willem de Jong, the 

historian of the village of Menaam which is in the province of Friesland in 

the Netherlands. He was enquiring about RAF Flying Officer William 

Gustave BARRETT whose plane was shot down on 8 November 1942. 

William was navigator with No. 76 ‘Blue Lion’ Squadron Handley Page 

Halifax Mark II bomber DT550. This Squadron was initially formed in 1916 

for home defence duties, was disbanded in 1919 but was reformed in 1937. 

The 7-man crew of DT550 was on its second combat operation when the 

plane was shot down by German (Kriegsmarine) radar guided anti-aircraft 

fire over Rottumeroog, a small sandbar in the Wadden Sea, just north of 

Gronigen province. 
 

 

The crew had been led by pilot George G SAWATZKY and also included 

Edward H SEARES, John McGAUCHIE, Clarence B FINLEY, Ronald HG 

BOWKETT and Terence A KEECH, as well as William G BARRETT. 

Three of the crew were buried first at Rottumeroog island in a temporary 

wartime grave in the sand dunes there, while another was buried on the next 

island of Borkum, which is actually German territory. All four were later 

exhumed and reburied on the mainland (three at Oldebroek village in the 

Netherlands and one in the Sage War Cemetery in north-west Germany. 

William was ‘missing in action’, so probably had a sailor’s grave in the sea. 

The remains of the plane DT550 are still displayed at Schiermonnikoog 

village, the nearest to the crash site. 
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The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) entry for William 

states that he was the son of William Gustave BARRETT and Eva Elizabeth 

BARRETT of Southgate, Middlesex. He is remembered on the Runnymede 

Memorial, Surrey and also on the 

International Bomber Command 

Centre memorial at Canwick Hill, 

Lincoln. 

 

Willem was wondering whether 

William was also remembered on a 

memorial local to Southgate or 

perhaps on his parents’ tombstone. 

Of course, anyone interested in 

family history knows how hard it is 

to find burial places and 

monumental inscriptions, as there is 

no central record of these things. 

Willem was also interested in 

finding out more information about 

William’s family, such as his 

mother’s maiden name. That was 

something we could definitely help 

with! 

 

The first place we looked was the 

1939 Register. There, at 7 Chandos 

Avenue, Southgate, was Eva E BARRETT (born 18 July 1884), William G 

BARRETT (born 2 April 1914, a bank clerk), Betty BARRETT (born 1919, 

a sales assistant) plus Ivy W BARLOW (born 1898, also a bank clerk) and 

Arthur E FICKEN (born 1892, a Customs and Excise Officer). 

 

Now we had William’s birth year, we checked the General Register Office 

births index. This told us that he was registered in Hackney and that his 

mother’s maiden name was BARLOW. We found a brother, Derek Ray 

BARRETT born in 1912 and his sister Betty Barlow BARRETT, who was 

born in 1919, both also in Hackney. 

 

The fact that Eva had the surname BARLOW meant it was quite easy to find 

her marriage: Eva Elizabeth BARLOW age 29, spinster of 22 Alexandra 

The site of the temporary graves of 

the crew on Rottumeroog island. 
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Villas, daughter of Richard BARLOW, (deceased Sergeant Major) married 

Frederick Gustave BARRETT, bachelor aged 33, Accountant of 22 

Alexandra Villas, son of William BARRETT (deceased Sugar Broker) at St 

John the Evangelist, Hackney on 9 September 1911. Witnesses were G 

BARLOW and Rose Christine BARRETT.  

 

This showed a discrepancy with the CWGC, which had William’s father as 

William. However, the CWGC information does seem to be incorrect as the 

1911 Census returns also show him as Frederick Gustave BARRETT aged 

32, accountant, born Barnsbury (Islington) and Eva Elizabeth BARLOW, 

visitor aged 28, born St Helena (but resident in this country) at 22 Alexandra 

Villas, Finsbury Park (together with three German people, John and Meta 

SCHUMMER and Augusta GIETZCIA). Probate records confirm 

Frederick’s name: Frederick Gustave BARRETT of 22 Alexandra Villas, 

Finsbury Park, died on 19 September 1929 and administration was granted 

on 17 September to Eva Elizabeth BARRETT, his widow. 

 

LWMFHS member Eileen Bostle, who knows perhaps more than any of us 

about Southgate war memorials, went over to Southgate on the Sunday in the 

hope of taking a photo of William BARRETT on the memorial in the Garden 

of Remembrance in Broomfield Park which is to all those from Southgate 

who died in the two World Wars, but his name is not there. She has 

previously found that the list isn’t complete - perhaps not surprising in the 

circumstances of war. She also checked the war memorials that are online of 

schools that William might have gone to - Southgate County, Enfield 

County, Latymer (Edmonton) and Trinity (Wood Green) but his name isn ’t 

on any of those, or the memorial of Minchenden School in Southgate. 

Chandos Avenue, where William was on the 1939 Register, is almost 

certainly in the parish of Christ Church, Southgate but he is not on the large 

memorial in the church either. 

 

We sent this information to Willem who was very happy with it and he in 

turn sent us pictures, some of which are included in this article, and the link 

to several YouTube videos. The first one, Expeditie Rottumeroog, shows the 

island as it is today, as a UNESCO listed wildlife area for seabirds and seals 

in particular. In November 1942 it was occupied by a German naval station 

for anti-aircraft-guns with searchlights and even radar. The 6-minute video 

gives viewers an impression of the area in which the aircraft fell and can be 

seen here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ot2nvq-oIfY 
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The second is about Schiermonnikoog island (which is to the west of the 

crash site on Rottumeroog island). This island has the only village on the 

archipelago and has many relics of the war, including the remains of 

William’s plane: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6yHN0Yqcsk 

 

The third is filmed at Bergen General Cemetery, the Commonwealth Plot of 

Honour, during the yearly Christmas Eve Candle Lighting ceremony. This is 

one of the more than 400 graveyards, cemeteries and churchyards which are 

located all around the Netherlands where every year people are bringing 

‘light in the darkness’ to such war graves. As Willem says, ‘What else can 

we do more for them, on their graves ........ ?’ You can see this ceremony 

here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxZ9UZXSync 

 

Willem added, ‘And while watching all this ‘stuff’ - if you can find some 

time for it - now you might understand maybe a little bit, what is driving me 

and other researchers in the Netherlands to find out about all those brave 

Allied airmen lost, missing, injured, killed and/or taken prisoner who may be 

buried here in Friesland, on the Friesian islands too.’ 

 

 

Willem would love to find a photo of William Gustave BARRETT. Do 

please contact the Editors if you can help with this. 

  

The annual Christmas Eve lighting ceremony at Oldebroek cemetery, where 
three of the crew are buried. 
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THE WASHING UP CAN WAIT 
By Sally Cox, Member No. 7527 

 

What is the point of decades spent researching your ancestors and traipsing 

round graveyards if all you leave for grandchildren are files of untidy notes? 

Such was my thinking when in March 2020, keen to get down my discoveries 

before Covid got me, I emailed author Gill Blanchard. Her on-line Writing 

Your Family History course consists of three 12-week modules. I did all 

three but you don’t have to; each module contains all you need including 

advice on how to publish. There are writing exercises, Zoom discussions and 

live on-line chats plus analysis of fellow students’ and professional 

historians’ work. 
 

‘The very first step is to accept your research will never be finished,’ Gill 

told us. ‘The simplest way to start writing is to decide to work on what you 

know regardless of what is left to be done.’ Indeed, when to stop researching 

is one of the biggest problems family historians face, as there will always be 

unanswered questions. The best family histories tell a story and the dull ones 

simply regurgitate names and dates. Gill exhorted us to make time for writing 

and be selfish as ‘the washing up can wait’. 
 

From the outset, we were expected to make a plan. I chose to write my 

maternal grandmother’s biography (1899-1983) but hadn’t a clue as to 

structure. For students wanting to cover rather more ancestors, Gill suggested 

possible formats, for example, they could write a single line of descent 

history or write about one or both sets of grandparents.  
 

We soon learnt that less is more. Mention every sister, brother, auntie and 

nephew and readers lose track, particularly when there are innumerable 

Thomases and Johns. It’s better to be selective; you can show the full tally 

of siblings on a separate tree. To minimise repetition, we practised how to 

say the same thing in different ways e.g. - the first son was born, their second 

boy entered the world, a third male child was delivered safely. We learnt how 

to put meat on the bones. No one’s forefathers are dull if you imbue their 

lives with social context and inject life into your scenes. 
 

For one exercise we had to show how an event might have affected our 

ancestors’ lives. I chose the opening of Ruislip Lido in 1936, which inspired 

a successful piece on the 1930s lido movement, the era that very likely turned 

my grandma into a lifelong water baby and sun-worshipper.  
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Another excellent exercise showed us how to write about anomalies – 

instances where we didn’t know what had happened so were obliged to 

speculate.  
 

I toyed with fictionalising Grandma’s life – a controversial practice. In the 

end I decided against it. Gill showed us ways in which biographers can be 

creative without making things up. She dissuaded us from using ‘would 

have’ and ‘must have’ as in ‘Grandma must have been heartbroken when her 

new husband walked out’. ‘You weren’t there. How do you know?’ was her 

reasoning. ‘Perhaps she only married him because her parents forced her.’ 

We learnt to make it clear which things we knew for certain and which were 

conjecture. 
 

One of the most helpful tips was how to create timelines. These are box grids 

with the year date in the left-hand column. Fill in parallel columns with your 

ancestor’s personal circumstances that year, and what was happening 

nationally and locally, and it’s easy to track them through time.  Another 

useful trick was using contemporary writers to give work authenticity and 

historical context. My great-grandmother was in service from 1891-97, so I 

quoted from the digitised diary of middle-class matron Marion  

SAMBOURNE (1851-1914) to show the employer’s side. I used detail from 

The Maid’s Tale by Rose PLUMMER (born 1910) to show what life below 

stairs was like. Critiquing each other’s work, we were advised to be ‘fierce 

friends’ and use the ‘praise sandwich’: we began with what we’d enjoyed; 

suggested improvements and raised queries; then ended on a positive note.  
 

Little by little, and not in any logical order, I amassed a body of work and 

hey presto, a structure emerged. I decided to divide my chapters according 

to where Grandma was living at the time: north Devon roots, south Devon 

period, London from 1925 to 1939, then back to south Devon where she 

ended her days. Have I finished my book? No. Am I well on the way? You 

bet. I can’t think of a more absorbing lockdown project and plan to meet my 

new Zoom friends in person this month. I would recommend Gill’s course to 

novices and professional writers alike, not least because it gives you 

deadlines. It’s still hard to let the washing up wait. 
 

Gill Blanchard is a professional genealogist, house historian  and lecturer 

with 30 years’ experience. A qualified adult education tutor, she has written 

several books. To find out more about Gill’s courses, which were advertised 

in Metropolitan in June 2016, visit: https://www.pastsearch.co.uk/  
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ROYAL VICTORIA MILITARY HOSPITAL 
By Dennis Galvin, Member No. 1046 

 

Its Tommy this and Tommy that 

And Tommy go away 

But its hello Mr Atkins 

When the band begins to play! 

                                                                               (Rudyard Kipling) 
 

In response to member Alan Baldwin’s article (Metropolitan 171) regarding 

my three month’s (1952) stay in the fever ward at the Cambridge Military 

Hospital, Aldershot, I am quite sure Alan (RAMC) would have been 

involved in testing all our blood samples which were taken four times a week 

(little did he realise this could have been an early opportunity to carry out 

family history DNA!). We patients had to swallow a small glass of a kind of 

very thick aspirin every morning! 
 

 

Upon leaving the Cambridge I was taken by RAMC ambulance to the 

Army’s convalescent hospital, the Royal Victoria Military Hospital at 

Netley, near Southampton. This was overlooking the Solent so it was great 

seeing all the big liners going up to Southampton Docks. 

Royal Victoria Military Hospital (1865-1966) Netley. 
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Queen Victoria laid the hospital foundation stone on the 19 May 1856 and 

indeed she visited the hospital from Osborne House on the Isle Wight 20 

times during her reign. However, it wasn’t ready for business until 1863 - so 

all Florence Nightingale’s magnificent work finally paid off although she did 

make the comment that “it was 50 years too late”! Some of the Crimean War 

(1854-56) servicemen may have been patients if they were still suffering. 

The Queen actually presented three Victoria Crosses to soldiers at the 

hospital. 

The hospital was the biggest in the world at a quarter of a mile long, it had 

its own post office, sorting office, laundry, gas works and electricity 

generating station and got really busy when the Boer War started when men 

came straight in by ship - it also had its own railway station. During the First 

World War the Red Cross built an additional hutted hospital which took a 

further 1,000 beds. The hospital was given over to the United States forces 

in 1944 when they are said to have used a jeep to get along the long corridors. 

27,000 American servicemen were treated there and perhaps, not so well 

known 10,000 German P.O.Ws.  

 

Remembrance Day November 1952 (the author is on the extreme right). 
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I spent a happy three months there in 1952 when it was being used as an 

army convalescent hospital. We were allowed one bucket of coal per ward 

each day but could supplement this with any small bits of timber washed up 

on the beach. The YMCA arranged monthly dances and very popular 

concerts; my favourites were the Portsmouth Campanologists. There was 

also a monthly coach to the Union Jack Club at Waterloo. I attended the 1952 

Remembrance Day Parade on the ‘square’ and the service in the chapel. 

 

The hospital was demolished in 1966 and the whole area is now a Country 

Park, however, the chapel has been saved and was being used as an 

observatory viewing treat! over the Solent and Isle of Wight . Also, the 

ground floor is now a very good library and museum covering all aspects of 

the hospital’s past. I am sure they must have kept all the registers from 1863 

onwards which could now be at PRO Kew or perhaps with Southampton 

Archives?  

 

Note: The Netley Abbey Matters! Website contains several pages on the 

Royal Victoria Military Hospital, Netley from 1862-1966 which includes 

press cuttings, people’s memories of the hospital during the Second 

World War and a Netley Military Hospital names database. You can find 

this website here: https://www.netleyabbeymatters.co.uk/ 
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MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 
 

The research interests listed here were submitted by members between mid- 

August and mid November 2021.  

If you would like to contact a member whose interests are listed below, 

please email/write to the Members’ Interests co-ordinator (see inside front 

cover of the journal) who will pass on your letter/email to the person  

concerned.  

 

Interests shown below are from members: 4224; 5030; 6821; 7425; 8129; 

8283; 8284; 8286; 8287; 8288; 8293; 8294; 8300; 8303; 8311; 8320 
 

Name Period County Parish / Area Mem.No. 

     

ANDREWS 1838-1860 MDX St Giles in the Fields 8283 
ARNOLDI 1835-1913 MDX Holborn 8293 
BAXTER 1600-1900 LIN Wolds 8320 

BINDER 1800s ESS Brentwood 8311 
BRANT 1870-1890 MDX St Pancras 8311 

BRIGGS 1750-1920 SUR Battersea 8288 
BRIGGS All SUR Battersea 8288 

BUCKMASTER 1780-1840 MDX Hounslow 8294 
BUCKMASTER 1780-1840 SRY Southwark 8294 
BURT Any MDX Islington, St Pancras, 

Willesden 

8320 

BYFORD 1800-2000 SRY Bermondsey, Croydon 5030 
CAIGER 1750-1850 MDX Marylebone, Any 8284 
CAIN 1850-1920 MDX Bethnal Green 8311 

CARVAJAL 1630-1720 MDX All 8303 

CHAMBERS 1840-1881 MDX St Pancras 8293 
CHAMBERS 1750-1850 MDX Whitechapel 5030 
CORRIE 1750-1850 MDX Any 8284 
COTTER 1850 to date ERY Hull 8320 

CURA 1850-1918 MDX Holborn 8293 
DUNN Any MDX Clerkenwell, Holloway, 

Whitechapel 
8129 

DUPPLAW All All All 8287 

FELTON 1851-1910 MDX Stanwell 8287 
FERDI 1890-to date MDX All 8303 
FERDINAND 1650-1945 MDX All 8303 
FERDINANDO 1650-1945 MDX All 8303 

FERNANDES 1630-1720 MDX All 8303 
FISHER Any MDX Islington, Shoreditch,   

St Luke, Old Street 
8129 

FISHER Any Ireland Dublin 8129 
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FLEETWOOD 1770-1875 MDX St Marylebone 8283 
FLEETWOOD 1800-1880 MDX Islington 8283 
FORDHAM 1830-1930 MDX St Pancras 8286 

GARRARD 1850-1936 MDX Clerkenwell 8283 
GATES 1840-1900 MDX St Pancras 8286 
GOODLEY 1800-1900 LIN Grimsby 8320 
GRIFFITHS 1860-1914 MDX St Giles in the Fields 8283 

HAWKINS 1800-1820 MDX St Marylebone 8311 

HAWLEY 1830-1860 MDX Holborn 8311 
HOOKHAM Any OXF Any 8320 
HUDSON 1800-1857 MDX Westminster 8283 

HUFF 1820-1890 MDX St Marylebone 8283 
JARRATT 1660-1850 MDX Clerkenwell, Stepney 5030 

JONES 1851-1910 MDX Stanwell 8287 
KEELY 1750-1850 MDX Whitechapel 5030 

KING 1850-1900 MDX St Pancras 8286 
KIRBY to date MDX St Pancras 8300 

LANCASTER 1850 to date ERY Hull, Holy Trinity 8320 
LEACH 1700-1800 LND Bishopsgate 5030 

LOTTA 1750-1850 KEN Greenwich 5030 
MILLARD 1830-1930 MDX St Pancras 8286 
MILLARD 1850-1925 MDX Islington 8286 

MILLARD 1830-1900 MDX Holborn 8286 

MILLARD 1830-1900 MDX Westminster 8286 
MILLARD 1870-1925 MDX Hendon 8286 
NAIRN All MDX Holborn 8288 
NAIRNE All MDX Holborn 8288 

OSLAND 1864-1735 LND St Martin, Ludgate 7425 
RICHARDSON 1850-1892 MDX St Luke, Old Street 8283 
RIGHTON Any MDX St Pancras, Any 8284 
RILEY All MDX London, Holborn 8288 

ROBINSON to 1876 MDX St Pancras 8300 

ROBINSON 1850-1920 SRY Lambeth, Wandsworth 5030 
ROSAMOND 1700-1830 MDX Shoreditch, Stepney 5030 
ROUNDING Pre 1800 DUR Gainford 4224 

ROUNDING 1750-1850 ESS Woodford 4224 
SALES 1773-1850 MDX Blackfriars 8283 
SALES 1748-1800 MDX St Giles in the Fields 8283 
SINCLAIR 1855-1865 MDX Holborn, St Luke 8311 

SQUIRE 1750-1900 MDX Marylebone, 
Kensington, Paddington 

6821 

TAVENER to 1903 MDX St Pancras 8300 
TEWKESBURY 1841-1919 MDX Clerkenwell 8293 

THOMAS 1800-1925 MDX Holborn 8294 
THOMAS 1800-1925 SRY Southwark 8294 
TOPPLE to 1935 MDX St Pancras 8300 
TRIPP 1600-1950 BRK Any 8320 

WELCH 1800-1850 MDX Bethnal Green, Stepney 5030 
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LONDON WESTMINSTER & MIDDLESEX 

FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Thursday 10 February 2022 

7.00pm-7.45pm 

Online 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Members of 

the Society will be held at 7pm on Thursday 10 February 2022 online via 

Zoom. 

 

We expect the AGM to take half an hour or so and do hope that members 

will come to this as well as staying online to attend our usual Virtual Branch 

talk, which takes place afterwards.  

 

For those who have not attended an AGM before, the Committee does hope 

that you will take this chance to ‘come along’ and see what it is all about. It 

is your opportunity to question the members of the Committee concerning 

any aspect of the Society. The Minutes of the last AGM were published in 

March’s Metropolitan (this is also available as an e-journal in the members’ 

section of our website) and you may wish to comment on them. You’ll also 

need this December’s Metropolitan with you so that you can access the 

reports in this AGM insert. 

 

Zoom ‘doors’ will open at 6.45pm for a 7pm start. After a welcome from our 

President, Michael Gandy, our meeting will run like this:  

 

AGENDA 
 

• Chairman’s Report – please read the report on page iii of this insert. If 

you have any questions about anything Tony has said, you are welcome 

to raise these at this time 
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• Treasurer’s Report – April’s report is on page iv. Again, if you have 

any queries you can ask them now. 

 

• The Annual Accounts for 2020-2021. These are published on pages v 

and vi. 

 

• Proposal to amend the constitution (see page iv of the yellow insert of 

this Metropolitan for details). 

 

• The Election of the Officers of the Society. All of our Officers 

(Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer) are volunteers who are elected for 

one year. Any member can stand for election for any of these posts and 

if you would like to do this, please fill in the form on pages vii and viii 

and return it to the Secretary by 21 January 2022 (see below). If you 

would like details of what any particular role entails, please contact the 

Secretary, which can be done online here: secretary@lwmfhs.org.uk 

 

• The Appointment of other members of the Executive Committee: these 

are the Membership Secretary, Journal Editors, Members’ Interests Co-

ordinator, Projects Co-ordinator, Events Co-ordinator and Postal Sales.  

 

• Any Other Business. Anything else you would like to ask the Society 

about – it would be helpful if you could notify the Secretary by 21 

January 2022 (using the form on page viii) so that if necessary the 

answer can be researched fully in time for the meeting. 

 

The Business of the AGM will then be finished. There should be time for a 

short break before our talk. 

 

Our Virtual Branch meeting talk will take place as usual at 8pm. The talk on 

this occasion will be The 1921 Census by Myko Clelland of Findmypast. 

 

Log-in details will be emailed to you a few days before the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Tricia Sutton, Hon. Sec. 

141 Welbeck Road 

Harrow 

Middlesex HA2 0RY  
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

for the year ending 30 September 2020 
 

We are now in the second year of the Covid-19 epidemic. I presume that all 
our members will have had two doses of the vaccine and will soon have had 
the six-month booster. This is affording considerable but not complete 
protection for most. However there are still a considerable number of cases 
amongst the unvaccinated. It is also advisable to have a flu vaccination.  
The Executive Committee meets every month on Zoom. Because of the 
improved situation the Rayners Lane and Barnet Branches have now 
resumed normal meetings. 
We have found that the Virtual meetings which have been going since 
September 2020 on the second Thursday of every month have been a great 
success. This has benefitted members from overseas and in UK outside 
London as well as those who are not able to easily travel. So at present we 
have just the Virtual, Barnet and Rayners Lane branches operating. There is 
also a healthy Twitter advice line run by Karen de Bruyne. The AGM for 
2022 will be a Virtual Meeting on Zoom again. 
We have a very good publication record with four editions of the 
Metropolitan being produced every year by our Editors Elizabeth Burling 
and Barbara Haswell. We have an ever-increasing number of Parish Guides 
being produced by Elizabeth Burling and associates. The present total is 26, 
and they are selling well, as are the Monumental Inscriptions booklets. As 
you can see from out Treasurer’s report the society is in a healthy financial 
state. Our Membership stands at 545. 
I would like to thank all members of the Society for their help in this difficult 
year. I would like to particularly thank the Executive Committee, the Branch 
Secretaries, our webmaster Peter Walker and our President Michael Gandy. 
Especial thanks are due to our retiring Hon. Secretary, Tricia Sutton who has 
worked so hard for many years and shown great patience in guiding me as 
Chairman.  
I wish you all a healthy 2022, and many interesting discoveries when the 
1921 Census is published.  

Tony Allen, Chairman 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

for the year 1 October 2019 - 30 September 2020  
 

Last year I reported that covid 19 had affected our finance in various ways – 
costs were reduced in relation to the lack of Branch meetings and family 
history fairs, but there were increases in other areas where we were investing 
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in equipment and technology. Covid continues to affect the funds of our 
Society.  
In many ways we have been a virtual society this past year, but only in the 
communications sense as the Executive Committee and some other members 
have been very busy. Family History Fairs have all been virtual.  No fees 
were charged for them other than an extra channel on one occasion, to allow 
for several members to help at the event. Branch meetings are mostly still 
virtual – our Virtual Branch is a great success story, allowing members all 
over the UK and the rest of the world to participate. However we would like 
to also provide meetings for those who prefer to meet in person or don’t use 
computers. Two of our local branches reopened just before the end of the 
year, and as we are continuing with the Virtual Branch we will need to 
monitor expenditure in this area and ensure it remains reasonable and 
proportionate. Executive Committee meetings are still virtual, as is the 
AGM. The cost of Zoom to facilitate virtual meetings is relatively cheap at 
around £144 a year and is split equally between Administration and Branch 
Meetings headings in the accounts. 
Another successful area has been sales of our booklets such as Parish Guides 
and Memorial Inscriptions. As more are published, revenue increases. 
However these are not priced to generate huge profit, but principally to 
provide family historians with help; we cover costs and get a small return on 
top. Most are sold online or by post, but hopefully when family history fairs 
resume in person and visitors can browse our collection, even more will be 
sold. The booklets are kept, alongside other assets such as equipment for 
family history fairs, in secure storage taken out towards the end of the 
previous financial year, resulting in an increase in expenditure on storage. 
There have also been some atypical receipts this year. The closure of Enfield 
branch resulted in the receipt centrally of all branch funds including the float 
(£218.13). We also received a refund of £150 paid the previous year for 
venue bookings for Barnet branch, for meetings which couldn’t take place 
because of covid restrictions.  
The cost of printing and distributing Metropolitan is over £600 lower this 
year, due to a combination of many members opting for the electronic 
version and reduced costs for printing paper copies. 
All in all, our funds are in the best of health, with a fabulous surplus of just 
over £4,000.  This is mostly due to a combination of increasing sales of our 
publications, several new members and greatly reduced spending – bear in 
mind that there has been almost no venue hire for branch meetings, Executive 
Committee meetings or AGM, fewer speaker fees, and minimal costs for 
family history fairs.  This has been an exceptional year in many ways and it 
is unlikely that we will see such a surplus of funds again, as life gradually 
returns to normal. 
April Vesey, Treasurer  
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LONDON WESTMINSTER & MIDDLESEX 

FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Profit and loss account for the year ended 30 September 2021 
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LONDON WESTMINSTER & MIDDLESEX 

FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Balance Sheet as at 30 September 2021 
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Position: HON. TREASURER 
 

Nominee:…………………………………………………… Mem No…….. 

 

Proposed by:………………………………………………………………… 

 

Signature…………………………………………………… Mem No…….. 

 

Seconded by:……………………………………………….................…….. 

 

Signature…………………………………………………… Mem No…….. 

 

Date..……………………. Agreed by Nominee……………………………. 

 

 

 

 

Any Other Business 
 

I wish to raise the following matter under Any Other Business 

 

……………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………… 

 

 
Name:……………………………………………. Mem No……………… 

 

 

Signature…………………………………………. Date…………………… 

 

Please return this form to: Hon Secretary LWMFHS 

141 Welbeck Road, West Harrow, Middlesex HA2 0RY  

or by email to: secretary@lwmfhs.org.uk 

To be received no later than Friday 21 January 2022. 
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